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SERMON. 



II. TIM. IV. 2. 
"PREACH THE WORD.'' 

The peculiar genius of Christianity is that of a 
system of means and influences for saving the lost race 
of men from their sins. The gospel seeks not merely 
to please ; — not merely to promote temporal interests. 
To destroy sin, " the work of the Devil,'' and to pro- 
mote holiness, the work of God, is its high, its only 
aim. For this end, and for this only, the Church, the 
preaching of the gospel, the agency of pastoral in- 
fluence, the whole body of christian means, was or- 
dained and is continually used, by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, ^' The Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that, which was lost."* In this short saying of 
the Saviour of Sinners, the real spirit, the distinguish- 
ing genius of his gospel shines forth to view ; furnishing 
a light, by which we may walk in surveying the 
various parts and in judging of the united whole of his 
divine system. 

Among the various means, which conspire towards 
this great end, one, and a most distinguished one, is ; 

* L»JLexix. 10. 



" The preaching of the Word.^^ The special impor- 
tance of this means is attested by the solemn preface, 
which introduces the Apostle's injunction of its use in 
the words of the text : " I charge thee, therefore, 
before God and the Lord Jesus Clirist, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead, at his appearing and his 
kingdom ; " Preach the Word.^^ Its importance is 
equally attested by the urgent manner, in which the 
Apostle immediately follows up this injunction. " Be 
instant in season, out of season ; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine. For the 
time will come, when they will not endure sound 
doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy ministry." It would be difficult for 
words to express, more strongly than is here expressed, 
the immense importance, which the sacred writer 
attaches to the preaching of the Word, as one of the 
means of accomplishing the Saviour's great object of 
saving lost sinners. This means is, indeed, the right 
hand of the Christian Dispensation ; and, put in mo- 
tion by the powerful will, the quickening influences, 
of the Holy Spirit, it does the most conspicuous part 
of the Redeemer's mighty work. 

Such being the rank, which this means of salvation 
takes, it will not be amiss, on this occasion of institu- 
ting a fellow laborer into the work of the ministry 
among this people, to give it a particular consideration. 



In entering on the subject, it is at once obvious 
that, by the " preaching of the Word," is meant the 
preaching of the Gospel, the statement, illustration, 
defence, and enforcement of those truths of revealed 
religion, w^hich lie spread out before us in the Bible, 
and vrhieh make up the doctrines, precepts and spirit 
of Christianity. " To preach the Word," is, to pro- 
claim to man w^hat God has done and said of his 
doings in the great work of saving sinners- To this 
work every part of the Bible has more, or less direct 
reference. Had there been no such work to accom- 
plish, the Bible would never have existed. And as 
the most important part of this work consists in the 
atonement, and revelation made by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in his character as "God, manifest in the 
flesh ;"* so the preaching of the Word is sometimes, 
in the sacred writings, epitomised, as the preaching 
of " Christ, "t the preaching of " Christ crucified ;"t 
the preaching of "Jesus Christ and him crucified."^ 

I. The salvation of lost men, then, through the 
redeeming work of God in Christ Jesus, being the 
great, pervading theme, as involving the glory of God, 
the sole, ultimate object of the Bible ; and the preach- 
ing of the Word consisting in a proclamation of what 
God has done and said in effecting this object ; it is 
comparatively easy to answer the great question which 
obviously arises out of our subject ; How ought the 
Word of our Salvation to be preached? Evi- 
dently, it ought to be preached in the manner best 
calculated to effect the end, which God has in view ; — 

* 1 Tim. iu. 16. t Colos. i. 27, 28. t 1 Cor. i. 23. § I Cor. ii. 9. 



the Saving of Sinners, — Men may preach ; yet, in 
such a way as to hinder, rather than help, this heavenly 
design. This, however, is, in no true, or right sense, 
to preach the Word. Again, they may preach ; yet, 
in such a way as to promote this end but partially, to 
a much more limited extent than is possible. This, 
though, in a qualified sense, the preaching of the 
Word, — ^yet does not reach the strong emphatic mean- 
ing of the Apostle in the text. To preach the Word, 
as here intended, is, to publish its truths in such a 
manner as to accomplish, to the greatest extent possi- 
ble, the work of saving lost man, 

A few data will here be assumed, from which we 
may proceed morie distinctly to some of the particulars 
included in the general idea, thus introduced. 

1 . All men are lying under the power and condem- 
nation of sin. 2. The effect of sin is, to harden the 
heart ; or, to turn the affections away from God and 
holiness, and give them a decided aversion to religion. 
3. The effect of sin is, still further, to darken the un- 
derstanding ; or, to render the mind slow in appre- 
hending and entertaining spiritual truths. 4. In this, 
their moral state of character, all mankind are, more- 
over, mortal ; liable, at any moment, to death, to an 
instantaneous call to that Judgment, which is to decide 
their destinies, in happiness, or misery, forever. 

I call these propositions data ; because, by all, who 
receive the Bible as a Book of plenary inspiration, they 
will be granted as true, among the indisputable axioms 
of Christianity. Their bearing on our subject will be 
at once perceived. If all men are under the power of 
sin, a moral malady, which hardens the heart, and dar- 



kens the understanding, thus rendering the work of 
their conversion extremely difficult ; and if all men are 
mortal, liable, at any instant, to be called, through 
death to the judgment aftd the unchangeable destinies 
of Eternity ; then, past all gainsaying, the jwreaching 
of the Word should be such as to att with great power 
on the human mind, and to bring men, at the earliest 
possible moment, to a sure and certain hope of salva- 
tion. 

11. From the general idea, thus more fully devel- 
oped, I advance now to some of the particulars, which 
it includes. 

1. And, in the first place, the preaching of the 
Word should be awakening. If a man sleep amidst 
threatening dangers, the hand, that would arouse him, 
must not be steeped in poppies, and laid on with the 
gentleness of a soothing, lulling touch. Or, if a body 
be dead, the power, which would revivify it, must not 
come amidst putrefying, or dissolving influences ; but 
in the exertion of quickening, pervading and vigorous 
energies. So, in matters of religion, that preaching of 
the Word, which would awaken the sleepers in sin, or 
quicken the dead in trespasses, must not be quieting to 
the natural heart, much less perverting to the under- 
standing and the will. It must be awalcening, pene- 
trating, powerful in the annunciation of divme truths. 

It does not, at all weaken the force of this to say, 
that it is not the preaching of the Word itself, which 
awakens and quickens the mind from its sins ; but the 
awakening and quickening influences of the Holy 
Spirit, using the instrumentality of such preaching; 
and that it is characteristic of God's dealings, under 
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the Christian dispensation, to " use the weak things of 
the world to confound the things that are mighty.'^ 
We acknowledge, indeed, nay, we glory in proclaim- 
ing the truth, that the real power, which awakens and 
quickens the dead in trespasses and sins, resideSj not 
m the preacher, nor in his preaching, but in the 
renewing iniSuences of the Spirit of God. Yet this 
does not render the quality of the preaching a matter of 
indifference. For, then it would follow that the Divine 
Agent might save the lost by means of any preaching, 
even though it were the preaching of error. Then, 
too, it would follow that the Bible has been at needless 
pains to effect its great object ; for there is no preach- 
er, no preaching, in the world, more powerfully 
awakening, more thoroughly arousing, than this same 
book| the Bible. Moreover, when we read in this 
book, that " God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty ;" we 
are not to understand that the things chosen are really 
powerless ; but only that they are so esteemed. They 
are not weak things in themselves ; but " the weak 
things of the world f that is, things, which a wicked 
world considers weak. In themselves, the things, 
which God has chosen to confound the mighty of the 
earth, are really powerful. In sacred truth, there is a 
majesty of power, which resides no where else but in 
God, the God of all truth, all power. In the preacher, 
too, of that truth, in the living man, the man once 
formed in the image of God, and now clothed with 
the commission of God, glowing with the feelings, the 
sympathies, the thoughts, of an immortal being, in the 

1 Cor. i. 87. 



preacher, too, there is power, the energy of mind, 
instinct with meaning and with greatness. Nor is the 
jfeality of this power affected, though the preacher 
come in the humble guise of the obscure and laboring 
Apostles of the primitive days. It is a power, which 
outward circumstances cannot hide, cannot repress. 
A wicked world may despise both the Truth and its 
preacher ; and call them weakness, and nothingness. 
Still, they remain unaffected, filled \^ith the power of 
right, the energy of spirit. It is not, indeed, the single 
power of either truth, or its preacher, that awakens 
and saves the sinner ; (for lost man often proves too 
sjtout for even the most powerful Truth, in the hands 
of its most powerful preacher ;) but, it is the actuating 
power of God, operating through these ordained means, 
and making them effectual to the great end proposed. 
Still, in achieving his work, God respects the fitness of 
means to an end. His own truth, his own ministers, 
his own church, however contemned by the ungodly, 
are all mighty instrumentalities ; and, in his choice of 
them, he has evinced hi)s wisdom, no less than his 
love. 

Because, then, the work of conversion is the work 
of God and not of man ; and because in achieving it, 
God uses means, which the world considers weak ; — 
it does not follow that the true " preaching of the 
word*' need not be awakening. God knows better 
than man what means to use in the conversion of men ; 
and he has given us a model of what, in this respect, 
ail preachers should be. I repeat ; the Bible is the 
most awakening preacher, and contains the most 
pungent preaching, to be found any where on earth. 
2 
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The case to be reached reqim^s such an instrument 
tality. Sin has hardened the heart of maj^, and 
i^endered his understanding obtuse to spiritual truths ; 
while, in this state, he is posting on to death with the 
rapidity of the arrow's flight, and knows not at what 
instant he may find his grave. Such being his condi- 
tion, the first step, to which he is brought in the work 
of his salvation, is taken in the movings of repentance ; 
i^ a deep sense of his utter sinfulness, and his pressing 
need of a Saviour. To bring him to this, he needs^ 
indeed, various kinds of influences ; still, they mujst 
all be influences of power. Sometimes, the impeni- 
l^ent must be touched with the energies of Love ; at 
others, he must be awakened by the force of terror.. 
The ipotives which arouse him, must be drawn, §ome- 
tipes, from Heaven ; at others, firom Hell ; sometime* 
bovQk death and the grav^ ; at others, from judgmejat 
and eternity ; but always from, the sources pf power, 
from those springs, which, by God's appointment, holdi 
the mastery over the soul of man. The preacher 
hin^self, too, to be largely successful, must combine, in 
his qualifications, more or less of the elements of 
power. He must preach as one having experience ; 
as one, who has felt awakening truth in his own heart,^ 
s^nd knows how to use it in reaching the hearts oC 
others* He must have what the Apostle terms^, 
" aptness to teach."* H« must, through the grace, of 
God, be skilled in forming and fashioning, pointing 
and sending the weapons of truth. He need not ImA 
them, rough or blunted, or wrapped round with human 
obsti^ictions, to rou^e up all that is angry an4 hitter in 

IL Tim. ii. 24. 
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the heart of man ; but must know how to send them, 
smooth, pointed, and penetrating ; that they may pass, 
like arrows of light, into the darkened understanding ; 
enter, like shafts of sympathy, among the yielding 
affections ; and slay, as with a keen sword, the enmity 
of the depraved will. With all this, too, if he would 
make the preaching of the Word duly awakening, he 
must mingle the urgency of one, who is in solemn 
earnest at his work. He must preach like one, who 
has measured eternity, and taken the dimensions of 
the soul ; as one, who has looked into the miseries of 
sin here, and into the depths of its punishment here- 
after ; as one, who has walked round the Cross and 
studied the mysteries of that price, at which pardon 
and salvation to the perishing have been purchased ; 
and as one, who, from all these sources of power, 
.(^omes to his work full and laboring with the same 
christian theme, which brought the Son of God from 
heaven ; constrained to a holy, an impassioned urgency 
in his eflfbrts to awaken unto life those, who are 
slumbering on the brink of death. 

No preaching, which does not aim at this result, 
which does not seek to arouse those, who are slumber- 
ing in their sins, and to bring them as soon as possible, 
to Christ for salvation, can amount to what the Apostle 
means, where he enjoins on Timothy; ^^ Preach the 
• Word:' 

In following out this suggestion, there is no need of 
ftudying startling paradoxes, strained attitudes of 
truth, extravagant assertions, and all the usual arts of 
the fanatical agitator. To study and to use these, is 
to shock, not to awaken the mind. The mind may 
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be awakened, like the body ; in the midst of perfect 
silence. A strong light brought before the sealed eye 
of the sleeper, will often awaken him, as effectually, 
as the sound of the most startling explosion ; and 
when awakened, leave him in the sane and perfect 
use of his faculties, and not an astounded, unsettled 
victim of alarm* So the powerful light of divine truth, 
brought closely before the mind, that is asleep in sin, 
may shine into its darkened recesses, wake up the soul, 
and set it more healthily on the track of thought, and 
on the work of inquiry, than the most startling, con- 
founding and perplexing assaults of the systematic 
agitator. To be awakened, is not to be astonished, 
confounded, unsettled ; but to be aroused to thought, 
feeling, inquiry ; and set, as a sane, clear-sighted man, 
on the straight, open road of truth^ towards God and 
duty. To do this is the first great office of preaching ; 
and, unless it aims distinctly at this, it cannot amount, 
in the true sense, to a ^'Preaching of the fVord,^^ 

2. In the second place ; the preaching of the Word 
should be instructive. After the mind has been 
awakened from its sleep in spiritual death, its next 
movement is, to find its way to Christ ; to learn how 
to believe in him as the only Savior, and how to give 
itself away to him in the bonds of a never-to-be-for- 
gotten covenant The tWo great steps in the work 
of true conversion, as laid down by the Apostle, are, ' 
'* Repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."* These two steps 
taken make " the new creature in Christ Jesus."t 

•Act! XX. 21. t II Cor. V. 17. 
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The former requires awakening; the latter, instruction. 

To bring the mind by faith to Christ, the Gospel 
must be explained ; the way of salvation opened ; 
justification by faith taught ; the place of good works 
in the christian scheme shown ; in a word, the whole 
system of " Christ crucified" preached, in such a way 
as to secure, from the awakened penitent, a believing 
and a comforting reception. 

- When this point is reached, another step follows. 
The believing Christian must he " built up on his 
most holy faith, '^^X and made to " grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior ;"^ advan- 
cing towards " the perfect man, towards the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ."|| To this 
end, the promises, the encouragements, the comforts, 
all the perfecting influences, of the Word, must be 
brought to bear upon him. The duties of the christian 
life must be urged ; and the believer must be brought 
to such an attitude in relation to the whole body of 
christian means, and christian operations, and to such 
a habit under the gracious influences of the Spirit, as 
that the principle of the christian character may be 
kept living, strong and flourishing within him ; a root 
of life, for the constant, unfailing production of the 
fruits of faith, holiness, and charity. 

And what a wide field for instruction do all these 
things open ! — In leading the awakened inquirer to 
Christ, and then building him up in the true faith, 
most ample scope is given for the exercise of every 
talent, and for tlie use of all sound knowledge. 
Wisdom and skill may be called in for their best aids, in 

X Jade 20. § II Pet. iii. 18. || £ph. vr, 13. 
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making the way of salvation plain, the truths of chris- 
tian ethics practical ; and all that is spiritual, all that is 
tender, all that is persuasive, and all that is convincing 
in ministerial character and manner, in religious truth 
and teaching, may be put in requisition, for the pur- 
pose of furthering the great end of sanctifying, com- 
forting, enlightening and perfecting the souls of those, 
who have put their trust in Christ. We ask for infor- 
mation, intelligence, skill, in him, who merely trains 
the mind and heart for this life. What, then, should 
we require in him, who trains the soul for heaven, for 
God, for eternity ? O what longings must such an 
one feel for that light, which shines from the world to 
come ; for that heavenly wisdom, which can be at 
home in the great book of God, the Bible ; and for 
that skill which can make the work of divine instruc- 
tion interesting, touching, powerful, perfective of the 
mighty nature, in which God has fashioned the soul ! 
How must such an one long to become an Instructer, 
that can never tire, never become dull, never fail of 
bringing those, whom he teaches, into the way of truth, 
of life, of glory ! The world is filled with many great 
teachers ; but the greatest of them all, except God, 
and " the Great Teacher, Death," is he, who, having 
been taught in the school of the Holy Spirit, of the 
Bible, and of Christ, knows how to instruct the im- 
mortal soul in the truths of the Gospel and in the 
things of eternal life ! 

3. In the third place ; the preaching of the Word 
should be discriminating. Under the most awakening 
and instructive exhibitions of divine truth, there will, 
too often, be a class of hearers, whom the Bible speaks, 
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as s^-deceivers. While, then inquirers^ in the prose- 
eation of their inquiries, are to be guided and if possi- 
Me,, kept from the fake paths, into which they may be 
tejnpted, these, who have actually mistaken the way 
of life, who have " deceived their own selves,''* are, 
if possible, to be brought back^ to be undeceived. To 
this end, the preaching of the Word should be discrim- 
inating. It should exhibit and apjdy, with sufficient 
fifequency, the tests of true christian character ; together 
with the signs, which accompany a state of self-decep- 
twn, and the marks,^ by which error and false religion 
may be known. This is a very important characteristkr 
of the true preaching of the Word. Those, who have 
leally deceived themselves,, are in a position of peculiar 
peril. The adversary has them at a vast advantage. 
They are in the Church by baptism, and by a stated 
reception of the Lord's Supper. In general, their 
oii^:ward life is at least decent ; sometimes it is seem- 
in^y devout. With great ease, therefore,, they are 
persuaded to believe Aat tiiey are safe ; to apply to 
themselves all, that is intended for the true christian ; 
and to appropriate to some ideal character, or at least 
to some egregious hypocrite, all that is designed for, 
and! ought to reach, their own case. The remark hast 
become common, even to triteness, that no h^uer of 
the Word is so hard of hearing, so difficult to be 
moved, as the self-deceiver. He has placed himself 
precisely in that position, to which truth finds the 
mojst difficult access, and in which it is most easy to 
remain unmoved. Hence, spiritual discrimination is^ 
one of the most necessary qualifications of the minister 

*^ J&mea. i. 23. 



16 

of Christ. Himself a true subject of the reneivnng 
influences of the Holy Spirit, he should have become 
as familiar with the whole process of that great change, 
which is effected in spiritual regeneration, and with 
the subsequent course of the christian's pilgrimage, as 
he is with the rudiments of his early education. In 
thought and spirit he should have travelled, over and 
over, that narrow way, by which God leads his people 
from earth to heaven, as often as he has the path from 
his own fireside to the church, where, for years he has 
broken to his hearers the bread of life. He should be, 
as perfectly as possible, acquainted with that way, 
that so he may, with the greater certainty, be able to 
point out every path of error, which branches off from 
it, as well as to describe, with fiill fidelity, power and 
beauty, the invitations, the safety, and the glory, of 
the way of truth and life. At one time, he should hold 
up a portrait of the true christian, delineated and painted 
to the life ; that every one may look upon it and see 
whether it is his own likeness or not. At another, he 
should hold up to view the character of the self-de- 
ceiver ; sketched with all clearness and faithfulness, 
that those, who have deceived themselves, may behold, 
as in a perfect mirror, a strong reflection of what they 
are. He should show, on this point especially, a 
happy skill in " rightly dividing the word of truth ;"* 
in adapting it to the case in hand ; in selecting such 
topics, and presenting such aspects, of truth, as vnll 
be most likely, under the divine blessing, to effect the 
object in view ; to make the path of life plain, and the 
way to death distinctly visible ; to lead the serious 

* II. Tim. ii. 15. 
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inquirer into the former, and to turn back the self-de- 
ceived from the latter. He should know where to 
offer comfort, and where to apply admonition ; when 
to hold up a promise, and when to exhibit a threaten- 
ing. While he delights to administer the comforts of 
religion, he should still fear to do it with such a lavish 
and indiscriminate hand, as to leave the impression 
that all are entitled to them, whether true Christians, 
or not. He should show Religion herself to be full of 
the richest, holiest delights ; all " her ways, ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths peace."* At the same 
time, he should keep in mind that " God is angry with 
the wicked every day ;"t and that those, who " sow 
to the flesh, must of the flesh reap corruption."! Fol- 
lowing the Bible, which is, in this, as in other respects, 
the best of all preachers, he should endeavor to keep 
perfectly distinct, both in his own apprehension, and 
in his preaching to others, those things, which truth 
and naturcj reason and God have put eternally asun- 
der. The discriminating preacher must be transpar- 
ently clear, in his exhibition of things that differ, and 
unreservingly faithful in his endeavors to bring con- 
science to recognize, and the judgment to admit, the 
difference. He must never suffer the fear of man, or 
his love of praise, or his desire of honor, or any other 
consideration, to blur his spiritual vision, and thus to 
lead him into the vain attempt to take the holy and 
the unholy, the spiritual and the earthly to heaven. 
He should as soon think of " gathering grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles,"^ as of leading either the 
allowedly impenitent, or the carelessly deceived, into 

* Prov. iii. 17. » Psalm vu. 11. t Gal. vi. 8. § Matt. vii. 16. 
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the kingdom of heaven, the inheritance of the Saints* 
They can never be the one for the other ; and there- 
fore his steady aim, as a discriminating preacher, should 
be, to put a difference, and to lead his hearers to put a 
difference, between those things, which God has for- 
ever separated; and to seek for what is eternally 
happy only by feeling, loving, and practicing what is 
eternally holy, true and perfect. 

4. In the fourth and last place ; " The preaching 
of the Word" should be comprehensive* The com- 
prehensive preacher is one, who is careful to ** de- 
clare the whole counsel of God ;"* " keeping back 
nothing that is profitable."! He is " a Scribe, well 
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven ;" " bringing 
forth out of his treasures things new and old."t 

This characteristic of the preacher of the Word is, 
to all the others, what charity is to all the christian 
graces ; a " bond of perfectness ;"^ it includes, and 
binds together the whole. This is the finishing of the 
" able minister of the New Testament*"]] The per- 
fect preacher should be in religion, what the perfect 
orator of the ancients was, in profane learning, " in- 
structed in all things." He has a task of various 
difficulty to perform ; and he should be qualified for 
it by the acquisition of various means. He should be 
comprehensive in his own views and attainments. 
He should be able to clothe himself with the sternness 
of immutable truth ; and yet to melt into the tender- 
ness of the most yielding sympathies. He should 
know when to be argumentative, and when to be 
descriptive ; when to come upon his people, like the 

*ActsK.27, t Acts XX. 20. t Mat. xiii. 52. § Col. iu. 14. |l II Cor. iii. 6. 
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morning upon the earth, in the still, growing light of 
beautiful instruction ; and when to pour down upon 
them, like the sun of summer upon the swelling, 
bursting grain, in the power of burning, yet chastened 
and holy passion. He should be comprehensive in 
his aim at human character. He has the growing 
christian to sustain in growth, and halting christian 
to set forward on his race, the weak christian to 
strengthen, the doubting christian to resolve, the 
wandering christian to reclaim, the mourning christian 
to comfort. He has the self-deceiver to make ac- 
quainted with himself, the careless impenitent to 
arouse to a sense of his danger, and the inquiring 
mind to bring home to the Saviour. He has to reach 
the high and the low, the learned and the ignorant, 
the phlegmatic and the ardent, the crafty and the 
simple, the covetous and the liberal^ the skeptical and 
the credulous, every variety, indeed, of shape and size, 
into which the human character casts itself. For each 
and all, therefore, he should have whatever of incite- 
ment, or of supply may be needed ; at least so far as 
the grace of God and his own best efforts can avail to 
furnish him. He must be comprehensive, conse- 
quently, in the sources^ whence he draws his spiritual 
furniture, the materials, which he is to work up into a 
comprehensive preaching of the Word. He must 
search the Bible, search the soul, search all time, 
search all eternity, search the grave, search death, 
search life, and, so far as is allowable and possible^ 
search the character and ways and works of Grod : he 
must, so far as may be, look into all past, all future ; 
all above, all below ; all without, and all within, for 
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motives, means and influences to fit him for his work ; 
and that he may, if possible, (looking, after all, to God 
alone for the crowning blessing,) save lost men from 
everlasting death. 

From what has now been said, however, it must 
not be inferred that, to be a comprehensive preacher 
of the Word, is to amuse his hearers with learned, 
tasteful, well-wrought speculations about even the 
things of religion. The great office, I may say the 
only place, of learning in the public performances of 
the preacher, is, to make the truths, and, so far as 
there are any, the difficulties of religion appear plain, 
to the learned and to the unlearned ; as plain as if no 
learning had been either needed, or employed to 
render them clear. 

Much less should it be inferred, from what has been 
said, that, to be comprehensive preachers, is to leave 
the boundaries of religion, and wander into the fields 
of history, literature, science ; to be the popular Lec- 
turers and admired Literati of the age. In all these 
departments of knowledge, the Preacher of the Word 
may be as learned as he can, consistently with his 
" drawing all his studies" towards the Bible, and 
making them all contribute, in some way, to the clearer 
illustration, and the more affecting application of its 
divine and saving truths. The world must have 
histcMry, literature, science. They are the great, the 
ennobling, the divine things of Time ; and the minis- 
ter of Christ, may be deep in his knowledge of them 
all. Still, he must use them merely as helps in doing 
the great, the complicated, the almost boundless work 
of " Preaching the Word" to all the varieties of per- 
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ishing men, and of becoming the hand of God in 
plucking them from the imminent, the never-departing 
perils, by which they are surrounded. To turn, in 
satiety, from this one^ great object, to find the Bible a 
jejune book, and the preaching of the Gospel an easily 
despatched task ; O ! what a state of character and 
views does it argue ! The true minister of Christ, 
who sees and measures accurately his work, and who 
realizes adequately its infinite momentousness, will 
never wish to be disengaged from it ; he will never 
have time to spare from it ; he will rather long for the 
power, which should enable him to crowd a year into 
the compass of a day, or to compress long generations 
within the limits of his own little span of life ; that he 
might devote the whole to the urgent, the heavenly, 
the happy work of pleading with sinful men, of leading 
them to Christ, of guiding them through all the 
changes and perils of time, and of ripening and gar- 
nishing them for the kingdom of heaven ! He knows 
that a " wo is unto him if he preach not the gospel ;''* 
if he " declare not the whole counsel of God ;" he feels 
that his commission calls him to " give himself wholly 
to these things ;"t to " spend and be spent,"! if " by 
any means he may save some ;"|| and to meditate a 
departure from his labors, or the mingling with them 
of secular things, except under the behest of dire 
necessity, would strike him with as serious an incon- 
sistency as if he were to hear of the Apostle Paul, 
studying and discoursing about the antiquities of 
Greece and Rome, instead of " preaching Jesus Christ 
and him crucified.'' 

* I Cor.^ix. 16, 1 1 Tim. iv. 15. t II Cor. xu. 15. || 1 Cor. ix. 22. 
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Such, on a review of the whole subject, is the well- 
furnished, faithful minister of Christ ; — the awakening 
instructive^ discriminating^ comprehensive preacher of 
the Word. Would that time had allowed of a more 
complete, and a more adequate developement of this 
interesting theme ! I bring it to a conclusion with a 
few words more to the candidate for this morning's 
solemnity. 

My Brother, a something whispers me in my heart, 
that, while I have been endeavoring to portray the 
finished and the faithful preacher of the Word, you 
have been saying, in your own ; " And who is suffi- 
cient for these things ?"* — I scarcely need answer to 
your silent questioning ; — this sufficiency is found in no 
human power, no human grace, no human perfection. 
If you rely on yourself, or ought else on earth, for your 
success, or for your reward, you will fail, utterly and 
forever. Still, you need not be dismayed. Your 
work is great ; but greater is He that qualifies you for 
it. The obstacles, with which you will meet, are 
great : but greater is He, who can raise you over them 
all. Mighty are those who are against you : but 
mightier He, who is on your side. Christ can make 
you sufficient for your work. The Holy Spirit can fill 
you with light, love, all-sustaining, all-conquering en- 
ergy. The Father Almighty can make that appear 
delightful, which now seems appalling ; and that ap- 
pear easy which now seems arduous. The Christian's 
God can fit you for your labors, and, in them, can give 
you great success. 

Go forward, then, Brother, to your work. In 

* H Cor. ii. 16. 
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looking towards it, hold no " conference with flesh and 
blood."* " Stand fast in faith ; quit you like a man ; 
be strong ;"t " strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might ;"J and " strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. "^ Look ai the soul, in all its pristine 
greatness and glory, in all its present wretchedness and 
ruin. Look at the Savior, in all his original perfec- 
tions, in all his voluntarily endured humiliation. Look 
at these, and go forwards. The spiritual harvest, wide 
and white, waits your diligence in its reaping. Look 
around you: Souls are perishing beyond number. 
Look above you : your crown glitters in view, and 
heaven is opening for you and those, whom you shall 
have been the instrument of saving. Be of good 
cheer, then ; " it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you and them the kingdom."|| " Be faithful unto 
death, and you shall receive a crown of life."! Be 
affectionate ; be winning ; be like Christ in your min- 
istry. So far as his perfections and actions were 
imitable by mortals, make him your model ; and, in 
his service, may the riches of all grace and glory rest 
upon you, and connect your labors with the salvation 
of a multitude of the hereafter to be glorified spirits of 
heaven . 

* Gal. 1. 16. 1 1 Cor. xvi. 13. t Eph. vi. 10. § II Tim. ii. L • 

II Luke xii. 32. ^ Rey. ii. 10- 



ERRATA. 

11th page, " great" for " christian." 

"when" " "where." 
12th " omit " and Savior," near the bottom. 
14th " insert " of in last line. 
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